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Hang the lights. Trim the tree. Clean the house. 
Santa Claus is coming to townéand so are the in-laws! 
 

Christmas will be here before we know it, and 
preparations are definitely underway! Does anyone 
remember when the preparation for Christmas didnõt 
begin until after Thanksgiving? Nowadays it seems that 
itõs beginning to feel a lot like Christmas earlier and 
earlier. Most of these preparations have $$$ written all 
over them! But the most important kind of preparation 
has nothing to do with moneyé 
 

éit has everything to do with your heart! 
 

I am so thankful for the season of Advent, which 
begins on Sunday, Nov. 29. Adventña word that means 
òcomingóñis a four-week season of the church year that 
prepares our hearts and lives for the coming of Godõs 
Son into this world of sin. The most amazing message 
the world has ever heard, which the angels all joined to 
proclaim more than 2,000 years ago, is the message that 
will ring out again this Christmas. God has come to 

A Time to Prepare  

òThe Cities of Godó is Advent Services Theme 

Part of our preparation for Christmas at Mount 
Olive is three additional worship opportunities. These 
special Advent services will be held on Wednesdays, Dec. 
2, 9 and 16. A fellowship dinner (with proceeds 
benefiting our youth group and their participation in the 
LCMS National Youth Gathering 2010 in New Orleans 
in July) will begin each Wednesday at 6 p.m.  Worship will 
follow the dinner from 7 p.m. 
 
The theme for our worship services this year is òThe 
Cities of God:  Three Places Made Special by Godõs 
Plan.ó 
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redeem and to save His fallen creation. God Himself has 
entered into His world to live in it, to die for it, and to reclaim 
His people for eternity.  
 

What a privilege it will be to hear and to celebrate, yet 
again, the wonderful story of Jesusõ birth in Bethlehem!  May 
this Advent season be a time to prepareénot just for Santa 
Claus or for the in-lawsõ arrival, but for the coming of Jesus 
Christ, the arrival that changes everything! 
 

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! 
Let every hill and valley a level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, for He fulfills Godõs Word! 

In Jerusalem (Dec. 2) we step into the world of Zechariahña 
world where God is far off, where repentance is necessary, and 
where the blood of sacrifice serves as the only point of 
connection between people and their God. 
 
In Nazareth (Dec. 9) we step into the small hometown of Mary 
and Josephña town in which, through Gabrielõs visit, God 
begins to make His home with us. 
 
In Bethlehem (Dec. 16) we travel with Mary and Joseph to the 
place where the imminence of Godõs presence, the hopefulness 
of Godõs coming, and the faithfulness of Godõs promises are so 
wonderfully clear. 
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Please see òõAdvent ó on page 4  
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òMt. Olive Lutheran Church exists to bring all people into a living relationship with Jesus Christ 
through: fervent worship, caring relationships, spir itual growth, outreach and service.ó 

 



 

                                                                

On Thursday, Dec. 24, the Mt. Olive family will 
gather for special worship services to celebrate the birth 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

As with all of our worship services, we warmly 
welcome our friends, family members and other guests 
from the community to join with us as we celebrate Jesusõ 
birth. 

Mt. Olive will offer two distinct worship services 
this Christmas Eve at 6:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
 
Family Christmas Service at 6:30 p.m. 

Our music team will lead us in our praise and 
worship to the newborn King, our children will enjoy a 
special message from Pastor Jeff, and weõll all be uplifted 
and encouraged by the age-old but always-new message 
of Christõs coming to save us! 

Two Opportunities to Worship 
at Mt. Olive on Christmas Eve  

As we venture into a new church year, I think it 
is timely and wise to think about a few òfamily matters.ó 
Though I was very young, I still vividly remember the 
sitcom, Family Matters. Above all, though, I remember a 
central character on the show, Steve Urkel. Urkelõs 
character is still a sensation to meéa nerdy neighbor, a 
peripheral character, who manages to steal the show. As I 
reflect back on some of those episodes, I remember how 
he valiantly tried to date the young, beautiful daughter, 
Laura. Laura put up with much of the trauma and 
tribulation that comes with being courted by a strange 
fellow (some of you ladies might know what I am talking 
about é ) Being somewhat socially awkward, Urkel 
rarely got the hints. Steve Urkelõs character could 
certainly be described as persistent, dedicated and 
humorous.  

In the same way this nerdy character chased after 
a young woman, you, too, might approach teaching the 
faith to your children.  
 First, you must be persistent. It is simply not 
enough to ask, òWhat did you learn at Childrenõs Church 
today?ó Rather, invest your energy in walking through the 
various ways the Bible was shared with your child. Ask 
about the musicéthe gameséthe craftéand, for sure, 
about the Bible lesson. However, the faith teaching 
responsibility shouldnõt lie solely upon the church. In the 
home, you can read the Bible together, read biblical 
storybooks together and pray together. In an effort to be 

Family Matters ð A Matter of Teaching Faith  

Glory to the Newborn King! Come 

celebrate with us on Dec. 24.  

Families with children from pre-K through 
the fifth grade are encouraged to attend this service. 
Childcare for infants up to age 4 will be available in the 
nursery. 
 
Candlelight Communion Service at 10 p.m. 
 This worship service ð which will include a 
rich array of Christmas hymns and the celebration of 
the Lordõs Supper ð provides an unforgettable way for 
you, your guests and family to celebrate the holy night 
of Christõs birth. 

persistent, insist that you do this every morning or 
night as a family. 
 Second, you must be dedicated. Let me 
assure you, dedication screams òI love youó to your 
children. Dedication might look and feel a variety of 
ways, but it is all aimed at sharing with your children 
that Jesus loves them very much and that you do, 
too. Practically speaking, this means you take the 
òfaith talkó (verbally sharing about Jesus) and make it 
your familyõs òfaith walkó (sharing about Jesus 
through actions). Jesusõ ministry on earth wasnõt 
contained. The few times He told people not to tell 
others, they still told. Word spread, much like a virus, 
that He was healing people -- miraculously. Let your 
familyõs ministry be viralésuch that it infects all 
aspects of who you are as a family. That is dedication! 
 Finally, you must have fun and laugh 
together. Some of my favorite family memories are 
when we laughed together. The more creative you 
make teaching faith, the more memorable the 
moment will be!    

So I encourage you, be very intentional 
about setting time aside to include all these things as 
you pass on the faithébecause family really does 
matter! As a peer in Christian education says, òThink 
eternally. Act locally!ó Godõs blessings as you use 
persistence, dedication and humor to share that Jesus 
loves your children very, very much! 

By Matt Harwell, DCE Intern 
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Come learn about the various  

ò- shipsó of the Christian faith! 

January Sermon Series: òSHIP: Godõs People on the Journeyó 
 

One of the symbols the early church used to 
describe the life of following Christ was that of a SHIP. This 
ancient mode of transportation is a symbol that still 
communicates to us today that our relationship with Christ 
Jesus is what gets us through the challenging waters of life. 
As we begin the New Year 2010 together at Mount Olive, 
our sermons will focus on a variety of ðSHIPS that guide us 
on the journey. 
 
worSHIP ð What is worship? What role does it play in your 
life as a follower of Jesus?  
 
memberSHIP ð What does it mean to be a member of the 
Body of Christ? What does it mean to be a member of 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church?  
 
discipleSHIP ð What does it mean to be a disciple? How do 

òReporting liveéfrom Bethlehem...ó 

 This just iséreporting live from Bethleheméthe 
children! 

The 2009 Childrenõs Christmas Pageant will be 
òLIVE from Bethlehem.ó It will be held following the 
10:30 service on Dec. 13. 

During the program, you will follow the Roman 
census as our reporters stumble upon our Saviorõs birth. 
Christmas songs will be shared by our children as they tell 
of the first Christmas. At the conclusion of the program, 
there will be a Christmas Celebration pitch-in. Everyone is 
invited to the program and the pitch-in. 

you follow Christ in your everyday life? 
 
leaderSHIP ð What is servant leadership? How are we at 
Mount Olive striving to lead others to Christ and equip them 
for lives of worship, membership and discipleship? 

At this time of year we think a lot about gifts.  The 
planning, the purchasing, the wrapping and thenéahhh, the 
joy experienced when the gifts are unwrapped. 

Perhaps the economy has caused you to reduce your 
gift list somewhat this year, and for many this scale back is 
OK because fewer presents means that each gift takes on an 
even greater value. 

But no matter how much thought, or time, or even 
love you put into your gifts, there is one free Gift that is 
beyond measure, and it came at a price we could never repay 
even in the best economy. 

It is our hope that you will remember the best Gift 
ever given to mankind, the one found in that tiny town of 
Bethlehem some 2,000 years ago.  May you and your family 
experience the joy that Godõs free gift of Jesus gives to you 
each and every day.  

And, it is perfectly acceptable to òre-giftó this 
present.  Indeed the Giver has told us He expects nothing 
less.  The funny thing about this Gift, the more you share of 
it the more treasure you keep.  But donõt wait until next 
Christmas to do that.  Why not start now and continue giving 
more throughout all of 2010.  And donõt worry about running 
out, this Gift you have been given is abundantly supplied for 
everyone to have.   

All Godõs richest blessings to you now and 
throughout 2010. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Best Gift I Ever Got for 

Christmas Was __________ 

By Rob Wibbeler 

 
Boys just want to have fun!  Fourteen men suited up for a 

paintball òplay dateó in November, 2009. This is obviously a 

òbeforeó picture! 
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Each of these special worship services will include 
a childrenõs message. The regular message each evening 
will be presented in a readerõs theatre format with three 
different speakers representing the past, the present and 
the future of each city of God. 

Come and worship with us this Advent as we   
prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ! 

 

the sanctuary.  
Weõre asking that each family at Mount Olive 

prayerfully consider how the Lord has blessed you and how 
you plan to give of your time, abilities and financial offerings to 
Him and His work at Mount Olive in 2010. 

After filling out and signing a commitment form, 
please seal it in an envelope, mark the envelope with your 
familyõs name, and place it in the commitment box at the front 
of the sanctuary. Mid-way through 2010, we send these unopened 
commitments back to you so you can evaluate your 
stewardship of Godõs blessings and your first-fruit giving to the 
Lord. 

Thank you for participating and for supporting the 
work our gracious Lord has given us here at Mount Olive! 

 

òõAdvent ó from page 1  

Plan to Get Back on to òRoot 66 ó in January 

Lutheran High School News  

The Sunday evening Root 66 Adult Bible Study 
groups and the Fantastic Families group has wrapped up 
its 10-week studies for 2009. Thanks to all who led and 
participated in these spiritual growth opportunities. 

Thanks also to those who led and participated in 
the Root 66 offerings for our children and our pre-
confirmation class, òJourney through the Bible.ó  While 
confirmation class and youth group will continue 
meeting in December, the rest of these Root 66 classes 
will be on break until Jan. 17, 2010. 

Plans are in the works for the Fantastic Families 

group to have a 10-week marriage enrichment focus beginning in 
January. The Root 66 Adult Bible Study groups will focus on the 
Book of Actsñthe fifth book of the New Testament which 
chronicles the events following Christõs ascension into heaven 
and the rapid spread of the Gospel in the First Century church. 

Plan to be a part of these opportunities for all ages to 
grow in Godõs Word and in relationship-building with others!  
Stay tuned to your bulletin and www.mtolivelc.org for more 
information. 

 

Adult Volunteers Needed: The Developmental 
Reading class could use assistance by adult volunteers. 
Students in this class benefit from individual or small 
group instruction. Students receive help with all subject 
areas. Some students are international students. The 
class meets daily, about 9-10 a.m. If you are able to help 
out, even if just a day or two a week, please call LHS at 
787-5474, ext 109. Ask for Mrs. Nancy St. Clair. 
 
Community Events and Announcements: 
Camp Lakeview is looking for youth (sophomores, 
juniors, or seniors) to serve as Junior Staff during 
summer 2010. This is a volunteer position for two weeks 
down at camp, working with kids as a Junior Counselor, 
or helping in various support roles such as Junior Cooks, 
Crafts, Wranglers, or Maintenance. Check its 
website, www.camplakeview.com, for more information. 
 

Little Wings Childcare Ministry is a ministry branch of St. John 
Lutheran Church at 6630 Southeastern Avenue. Last August Little 
Wings became certified to care for infants as young as six weeks through age 
5 (not attending Kindergarten). If Christian childcare is a need for 
you please contact Kathleen Brandt, 317-352-9196 x34 or 
childcare@stjohnindy.org.  
 
Do you know someone who would like to enroll at Lutheran High 
School for the 2009-2010 year? There is still room! Go to the 
schoolõs web site and check out the Enrollment Information on 
the òFor Prospective Studentsó tab on www.lhsi.org. 
 
Are you LinkedIn? If you are part of this growing professional 
social network, look for the Lutheran High School of Indianapolis 
group. If you want to learn more, check out www.linkedin.com.  
 

Please see Lutheran High  on page 6  

Thank you to all who have filled out 
Stewardship Commitments for 2010.  More than 50 
families from Mount Olive have participated thus far! If you 
still wish to participate, additional forms and 
envelopes are available at the entrance to 

2010 Commitment Forms Still Available  

http://www.mtolivelc.org/
http://www.camplakeview.com/
mailto:childcare@stjohnindy.org
http://www.lhsi.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/
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Mt. Olive Kids Pack 70 Boxes for Operation Christmas Child  

The children of Mt. Olive packed and 
prepared 70 shoe boxes filled with gifts, toys, and 
school supplies for children around the world, 
which were distributed by Operation Christmas 
Child. Each box will also contain the Christmas 
story in the recipient childõs native language. This 
is a very tangible way for our children to spread 
the Gospel and share the true meaning of 
Christmas with children all over the world. 

Photos by Pam Streib 

 

 

 

Mt. Olive Volunteer s Answer a Call of Need  

The Whiteland Town Marshall 
reported this family to the Whiteland church as 
someone in need. The church in Bargersville 
partnered with the Whiteland church and called 
Mt. Olive asking for help. These are the names 
of the people that helped with either work or 
donations of money or food: Sydney Dressler, 
Sue Dressler, Mac McCaslin, Dianne Bruce, 
Jenny (Sue Dressler's niece), Karen Steward, 
Greg Steward, Liz Liwosz, Ray Liwosz, Nick 
Liwosz, Becca Liwosz, Fred Chadwell, Rob 
Wibbeler, Debbie Rogier, John Lee, Nancy 
Zoss, Art Zoss, Sue Swails and Jim Swails. 

In addition to the roof work, the 
volunteers raked leaves, did other yard work 
and just general clean up. 
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Weõre on the Web! 

Visit  us at:  

http://www. mtolivelc .org  

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
5171 W. Smokey Row Rd. 
Greenwood, IN 46143 
(317) 422-9991 or (317) 422-9965  

Help raise money for LHSI as you search the Web or shop! 
Add the new Lutheran High School of Indianapolis toolbar to IE or Firefox. 
Each time you shop at more than 1,300 stores (from Amazon to Zazzle!) a 
percentage of your purchase will automatically be donated to LHSI ð at no 
cost to you (and you may even save money as the toolbar provides coupons 
and deals as well!). The toolbar also has a search box and each time you search 
the Internet, about a penny is donated to Lutheran High School of 
Indianapolis. 
   
Win $100 free groceries! Just register your Marsh Fresh IDEA card or 
O'Malia's CouponPlus card with LHSI. As you shop at Marsh or O'Malia's, 
you'll help LHSI earn free educational equipment, and receive chances to win 
one of 20 $100 Marsh gift cards. Register your card on the form in the school 
office or online at www.marsh.net. (https://marsh.net/srb_education.html) 
LHSI's School Code is 28829.  
 
Earn money for LHSI as you shop at Meijer when you swipe your Meijer 1 
Card and pay with cash, a PIN-debit card, or a linked Meijer Credit Card. Sign 
up for the Meijer 1 Card and get more information at 
www.meijer.com/rewards. Lutheran High's code is 369422.  
 
Thanks for shopping at Target through Target's Take Charge of Education 
program. Friends of Lutheran High who use their REDcard see 1% of 
purchases directed to the K-12 School you designate. Thank you for choosing 
Lutheran High School Indianapolis. 

Lutheran High  from page 4 

https://marsh.net/srb_education.html
http://www.meijer.com/content/content.jsp?pageName=about_mcr

