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A Time to Prepare
By PastorJeff Alexander

Hang the lights. Trim the tree. Clean the I
Santa Claus i s cacernhe idags!t

Christmas will be here before we know it
preparations are definitely underway! Does ¢
remember when the precg
begin until after Thanksgiving? Nowadays it seer
itds Dbeginni ng ridintas dardee b
earlier. Most of these preparations have $$$ wri
over them! But the most important kind of prepat
has nothing to do with

éit has everything

| am so thankful for the season of Advent, v
begins on Sunday, Nov..2&dvenii a word that mea
0 ¢ o mii ia gféurweek season of the church yea
prepares our hearts an
Son into this world of sin. The most amazing me¢
the world has ever heard, which the antiglsreed t
proclaim more than 2,000 years ago, is the mess
will ring out again this Christmas. God has col

oThe Citi
By Pastor Jeff Alexander

Part of our preparation for Christmas at M
Olive is three additional worship opportunities. -
special Advent services will be held on Wednesda:
2, 9 and 16 A fellowship dinner (with proce
benefitingour youth group and their particigion in th
LCMS National Youth Gathering 2010 in New Or
in July will begin each Weedsday at p.m. Worshipvill
follow the dinner from g.m.
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redeem and to save His fallen creation. God Himst
entered into His world to live in it, to die for it, and to re
His peopldor eternity.

What a privilege it will be to hear and to celebre
agai n, t he wonder f ul stor
this Advent season be a
Claus or fortheth aws d arri val , b €
Christ, the arrival that changes everything!

Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is |
Let every hill and valley a level road appear!

Then greet the King of Glory foretold in sacred :

Hosanna to the Lord,

o f Godod i s

In Jerusalem(Dec. Pwe step into the world of Zechafriak
world where God is far off, where repentance is necess
where the blood of sacrifice serves as the only pe
connection between people and their God.

In Nazareth (Dec9)we s$ep into the small hometown of V
and Josepha t own i n which, t |
begins to make His home with us.

In Bethlehem (Dec. 16)e travel with Mary and Joseph t
pl ace where the i mminence
of &o0doming, and the fait
wonderfully clear.

Please see oAtvent oon page 4



Two Opportunities to Worship
at Mt. Olive on Christmas Eve

On Thursday, Dec. 2the Mt. Olive family w
gather for special worship services to celebrate tf
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

As with all of our worship services, we ws
welcome our friends, family members and other
from the community to join withass we c el
birth.

Mt. Olive will offer two distinct worship serv
this Christmas Eve at 6:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.

Family Christmas Service at 6:30 p.m.

Our music team will lead us in our praise
worship to the newborn King, our children efijoy
speci al message from Pe¢
and encouraged by the -afgk but alwaysew messa
of Christds coming to s

Glory to the Newborn King! Come
Sz "W celebrate with us on Dec. 24.
s

Families with children from pke througt
the fifth grade are encouraged to attend this s
Childcare for infants up to age 4 will be available
nursery.

Candlelight Communion Service at 10 p.m.

This worship servicd which will include
rich array of Christmas hymns and the celebrai
t he L or d@revides a pnfomettable way
you,yourguests anthmily to celebrate the holy n
of Christds birth.

Family Matters 9 A Matter of Teaching Faith

By Matt Harwell, DCE Intern

As we venture into a new church year, | th
is timely and wise to
Though | was very young, | still vividly remembe
sitcom,FamilyMattersAbove all, though, | rememb:
centr al character on i
character is stildl a s
peripheral character, who manages to steal the shu
reflect back on some of those episodes, | rearenov
he valiantly tried to date the young, beautiful da
Laura. Laura put up with much of the trauma
tribulation that comes with being courted by a s
fellow (some of you ladies might know what | am t
about e ) B e i nlg awkwanad eUrk
rarely got t he hints.
certainly be described as persistent, dedicate
humorous.

In the same way this nerdy character chase
a young woman, you, too, might approach teachi
faith to your childn.

First, you must be persistent. It is simply
enough to ask, OWhat di
today?06 Rather, i nvest
various ways the Bible was shared with your chil
about the musicétlenda
about the Bible lesson. However, the faith tee
responsibility shoul dnt
home, you can read the Bible together, read |
storybooks together and pray together. In an effor

persistent, inst that you do this every morning
night as a family.

Second, you must be dedicated. Le
assure you, dediyoat i o
children. Dedication might look and feel a vari
ways, but it is all aimed at sharing with your at
that Jesus loves them very much and that y
too. Practically speaking, this means you ta
ofaith talko6é (verball
your famil yods of aith
through actions). Je
contained. The few times He told people not 1
others, they still told. Word spread, much like a
that He was healing peopleniraculously. Let yc
familyds ministry be
aspects of who you are as a family. $tedicatiol

Finally, you must have fun and I
together. Some of my favorite family memorie
when we laughed together. The more creati
make teaching faith, the more memorable
moment will be!

So | encourage you, be very intent
abaut setting time aside to include all these thi

you pass on t he réalydoe:
matter! As a peer in
eternally. Act |l ocall

persistence, dedication and humor to shardekbe
loves your children very, very much!



January Ser mon GCdoedrdise sPe oopSHel Pod

One of the symbols the early church use
describe té life of following Christ was that of a SHIP.
ancient mode of transportation is a symbol tha
communicates to us today that our relationship with
Jesus is what gets us through the challenging water
As we begin the New Year 2atQether at Mount Oli\
our sermons will focus on a variety8HIPS that guide
on the journey.

worSHIP 8 What is worship? What role does it play ir
life as a follower of Jesus?

memberSHIP 8 What does it mean to be a member ¢
Body of Chist? What does it mean to be a memk
Mount Olive Lutheran Church?

discipleSHIP & What does it mean to be a disciple? Hc

OReporting li veéfrom Bet't

This just
children!

The 2009 Childrends
oLI VE fr om Baédltbe hadhfalowing tl
10:30 ervice on Decl3

During the program, you will follow tRemal
census as our reporters
Christmas songs will be shared by our children as i
of the first Christmas. At the conclusion of the pro
there will be a Clstinas Celebration pitain Everyone
invited to the program and the pitah

i sérepor the

Boys just want to have fun!  Fourteen men suited up for a
paintball oplay dateo i n Nove.
obeforeo picturel!

Come learn about the various

o0shipso of the Ch

you follow Christ in your everyday life?

leaderSHIP 6 What is servant leadership? How are
Mount Olive striving to leauthers to Christ and equip tt
for lives of worship, membership and discipleship?

The Best Gift | Ever Got for
Christmas Was

By Rob Wibbeler

At this time of year we think a lot about gifts.
pl anning, the purchasing
joy experienced when the gifts are unwrapped.

Perhaps the economy has causedoymduce yo!
gift list somewhat this year, and for many this scale
OK because fewer presents means that each gift take
even greater value.

But no matter how much thought, or time, or
love you put into your gifts, there is one free¢ Bt i
beyond measure, and it came at a price we could ne\
even in the best economy.

It is our hope that you will remember the bes
ever given to mankind, the one found in that tiny to
Bethlehem some0 years ago. May you and Yaonily

experience the joy that
each and every day.
And, it i s per f egcitflty

present. Indeed the Giver has told us He expects 1
less. The funny thing about this Gift, the more you ef
it the more treasure Yyo
Christmas to do that. Why not start now and continue
more throughout all/l of 2
out, this Gift you have been given is abundantly supp
everyone thave.

Al | sGrahkét blessings to you naanc
throughout 2010.
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2010 Commitment Forms Still Available

Thank you to all who have filled
StewardshigCommitments for 2010.More thas(
families from Mount Olive have participatdilyitnw
still wish to participate, additional forms
envelopes ra available at the entrance

oAnvent 6from page 1

Each of these special worship services will i
a childrends message. )
wi || be presented in a
different speake representing the past, the preser
the future of each city of God.

Come and wship with us this Advent as
prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ!

Plan to Get Back on to

The Sunday evening Root 66 Adult Bible
groups and the Fantastic Families ghagarrapped u
its 10week studies for 2009. Thanks to all who le
participated in thesgritual growth opportunities.

Thanks also to those who led and participe
the Root 66 offerings for our children and our
confirmation cl ass, 0J
confirmation class and youth group will con
meeting irDecemberthe rest of these Root 66 cla
will be on break until Jan. 17, 2010.

Plans are in the works for the Fantastic Fa

the sanctuary.

Wedr e asking t hat ea
prayefully consider how the Lord has blessed you an
you plan to give of your time, abilities and financial offer
Him and His work at Mour@live in 2010.

After filling out and signing a commitment fi
please seal it in an envelope, mark the pavelih yoL
famil yés name, and pl ace
of the sanctuary. Miglay through 2010, wendtheseunoper
commitments back to you so you can evaluate
stewardship of Go dfius giving teth
Lord.

Thank you for participating and for supporting
work our gracious Lord has given us here at Mount Olivi

cRoot 66 0in January

group to have a Meek marriage enrichment focus beginn
January. The Root 66 Adult Bible Study groupfeilon the
Book of Actdi the fifth book of the New Testament wi
chronicles the events fol
and the rapid spread of the Gospel irFil& Century church.

Plan to be a part of these opportunities for all a
grow i n Godme=latichshibodilding mvith other
Stay tuned to your bulletin amdvw.mtolivelc.orgor more
information.

Lutheran High School News

Adult Volunteers Needed: The Development
Reading class could use assistance by adult vo
Students in this class benefit from individwadma
group instruction. Students receive help with all ¢
areas. Some students are international studen
class meets daily, abotitCam. If you are able to hi
out, everif just a day or two a week, please call L
78F5474, ext 10@sk for Mrs. Nancy SClair.

Community Events and Announcements:

Camp Lakeview is looking for youth (sophomol
juniors, or seniors) to serve Asior Staff during
summer 2010. This is a volunteer positiotwiomweek
down at camp, working with kids a Junior Counse
or helping in various support roles such as Junior
Crafts, Wranglers, or Maintenance. Cheatd
websitewww.camplakeview.cofor more infomation

Little Wings Childcare Ministry is a ministry branch &t. Joht
Lutheran Churchat 6630 Southeastern AveruwsestAugust Littl
Wings becameertified to care for infants assmweglasthroug
5 (not attending Kindergarten). If Christian childcare is afon
you please contact Kathleen Brandt, -33#9196 x34 ¢
childcare@stjohnindy.org

Do you know someonevhowould liketo enroll at Lutheran Hi
School for the 2008010 year? There is still rodB0 to the
school s vheck ousthet Barollmentdinfoomation
t he oFor Pr os pdabt onv eww.lSiton

Are you LinkedIn? If you are part of this growing professi

social network, tik for the Lutheran High School of Indiana
group.If you want to learn more, check quiw.linkedin.cor

Please see Lutheran High on page 6
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Mt. Olive Kids Pack 70 Boxes for Operation Christmas Child

Photos by Pam Streib A A\

The children of Mt. Olive packed
prepared 70 shoe boxes filled with gifts, toy
school supplies for children around the w
which were distributed by Operatiohri€tma
Child. Each box will also contain the Chris
story in the recipie
is a very tangible way for our children to s
the Gospel and share the true meanir
Christmas with children all over the world.

The Whiteland Town Marsl
reported this family to the Whiteland churt
someone in need. The church in Barge
partnered with the Whiteland church and «
Mt. Oliveasking for hel These are the nar
of the people that helpedith either workor
donations of money or foo&ydney Dressl|
Sue Dressler, MallcCaslin, Dianne Bru
Jenny $ue Dressler's niece), Karen Ste
Greg Steward, Liz Liwosz, Ray Liwosz,
Liwosz, Becca Liwosz, Fred Chadwell,
Wibbeler, Debbie Rogier, John Leend)
Z0oss, Art Zoss, Sue Swails and Jim Swails

In addition to the roof workthe
volunteersraked leaves, did other yard \
and just general clean up.
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Lutheran High from page 4

Help raise money for LHSI as yousearch the Welor shop!

Add the new Lutheran High Schoollmdianapolis toolbar to IE or Firef
Each time you shop at more than 1,300 stores (from Amazon to Z
percentage of your purchase will automatically be donated t& hHE4
cost to you (and you may even save money as the toolbar provides
and deals as well!). The toolbar also has a search box and each time
the Internet, about a penny is donated to Lutheran High Sct
Indianapolis.

Win $100 free grocerieslust register yoularsh Fresh IDEA card ¢
O'Malia’'s CouponPlugard with LFEI. As you shop at Marsh or O'Mal
you'll help LHSI earn free educational equipment, and receive chanc
one of 20 $100 Marsh gift cards. Register your card on the form in tt
office or online at www.marsh.nétttgds://marsh.net/srb_education.ht)
LHSI's School Code is 28829.

Earn money for LHSI as you shopMaijer when you swipe your Meije
Card and pay with cash, a RIébit card, or a linked Meijer Gr&card. Sic
up for the Meijer 1 Card and get more informatior
www.meijer.com/rewardksutherarHigh's code is 369422.

Thanks for shopping afarget through Targt's Take Charge of Edu
program. Friends of Lutheran High who use their REDcard see
purchases directed to thelR School you designate. Thank you for ch
Lutheran Higischool Indianapolis.


https://marsh.net/srb_education.html
http://www.meijer.com/content/content.jsp?pageName=about_mcr

