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LLONG REACH

By Rev. Dr. Daniel May, President

Whenever I enjoy “March Madness” I cannot help but
be amazed at the long reach of many of the
“basketballers!” Tall, lanky, super jumping ability, and a
long reach make for terrific rebounding and lofty
shooting! Great basketball is fun to watch!

Even better is to see and enjoy the LONG REACH of “One People —
Forgiven!” This theme for our synod convention focuses on the
sharing of the Gospel far and wide! At our Lord’s Ascension He said,
“...you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ‘<=1 Jesus calls His ‘one
people forgiven’ to have a long reach — even to the ends of the
earth!

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s reach goes to more than 89
countries! To see and learn about the mission fields I urge you to visit
the LCMS web page, www.LLCMS.org. And then look at the Ablaze!
Movement information — it encourages all of us to reach out to the
world. As of April 23, we are aware of 10,867,396 people with whom
the Gospel has been shared! That’s quite a reach!

In the Indiana district our reach certainly extends from northern
Kentucky to northern Indiana! It reaches to many nationalities, small,
medium and large communities and to many people through a variety of
special missions.

In addition to all the work we share through the LCMS and within the
Indiana District, we are sharing a three year reach to the Latvian
Lutherans who have moved to Ireland and the Wittenberg Project
which is renewing the Gospel in Luther’s home town. We are urging
each congregation, Sunday school, school, youth group, etc. to have a
special offering or project to raise funds for these two important
missions. The Indiana District will match all of these gifts and send
them off to Germany or Latvial It is a great way to lengthen our reach!

We are called to be faithful in our witness to the world and the Holy
W Spirit does the rest! We share the Gospel seed and
God causes it to grow! That’s what it means for us
to be Partners In Mission! It is a privilege and a joy
and a wonderful response to God’s love for us as we
strive to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria and to the ends of the earth!

May God bless our LONG REACH! We know that
“he who began a good work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

God bless you partner!

Mark Your Calendars!

June

19-24 Vocatio, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

20-July 3 Christ Academy, Concordia Theological
Seminary, Fort Wayne

25-27 Indiana District LWML Convention,
Sheraton Inn & Suites, Indianapolis

29-July 2 Higher Things Youth Conference-UT,
Logan, UT (Given)

July

6-9 Higher Things Youth Conference-TN,
Nashville, TN (Given)

8-10 Black Ministry Convocation, Houston, TX
10-17 LCMS National Convention, Houston, TX
(One People Forgiven Eph. 4:32)

17-21 National LCMS Youth Gathering,
New Orleans, LA (We Believe)

22-25 International LLL Convention,
Omaha, NE (Spirit Driven)

25-27 District Administrators Conference,
Brown County State Park

25-Aug 6 CITI-Church Interpreter Training Inst.,
CTS-Fort Wayne

August

7 Muslim Outreach Lay Bible Institute,
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis

10 Early Childhood Conference,
Carmel Lutheran, Carmel, IN

September

14-16 Veterans of the Cross Retreat,
Lindenwood Retreat Center

17-18 District Junior High Rally-Southern,
Camp Lakeview

18-19 District Junior High Rally-Northern,
Camp Lutherhaven

October

18-20 Fall Pastors Conference,
Holiday Inn, Columbus, IN

November

12-14 Indiana District Youth Gathering,
Marriott Hotel, Indianapolis

The Mission of the
Indiana District staff is
to encourage and assist
the Christian outreach
and nurture of its
congregations and other
ministries.
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PARTNERS IN MISSION

What is the key thing that makes us partners
in mission? It is the Word of God! Dr.
C.F.W. Walther, the first president of the
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, in his
address to the synod in convention in 1848
stated that, “the synod has no power but the
Word of God.” The synod was conceived as advisory to
congregations. It was conceived as walking alongside
congregations in order to help them in the work of Christ
that they were doing. This is still the case and is certainly
highlighted in our Indiana District for “we walk together with
one heart.” We walk together in mission with the Word of
God as the rule and norm for our faith and life together. We
strive together to exhibit purity and unity of doctrine in our
churches. This is something that we don’t apologize for but
rather rejoice in. It is something that is wholly Lutheran and
pleasing to God. It is what we confess together. And our
confession is found in the Augsburg Confession, Article VII:

Our churches also teach that one holy church is to
continue forever. The church is the assembly of saints in
which the Gospel is taught purely and the sacraments are
administered rightly. For the true unity of the church it is
enough to agree concerning the teaching of the Gospel
and the administration of the sacraments. It is not
necessary that human traditions or rites and ceremonies,
instituted by men, should be alike everywhere. It is as Paul

By Rev. Geoffrey Robinson, Executive for Outreach

says, “One faith, one baptism, one

God and Father of all,” etc.

(Eph. 4:5, 6).1
In essence, our understanding
of what the church is and where
the church is found are one and
the same. Most importantly, our
understanding of how the church
grows and how mission work
occurs is also the same. In other
words, what we understand to be the marks of the holy
Christian church is the same thing that we understand enables
people to be brought into Christ’s church. Do you see why
C.F.W. Walther highlighted the fact that the power of the
Missouri Synod was none other than the Word of God? God
grant that we in the Indiana District today still have the same
understanding. New Christians and new congregations of
believers occur in only one way — through the Word of God!
Walther proclaimed, “By the Word alone, without any other
power the Church was founded. By the Word alone, all the
great deeds recorded in Church history were accomplished.
By the Word alone, the Church will most assuredly stand...””2

1 Tappert, Theodore G.: The Augsburg Confession : Translated from the Latin
Philadelphia : Fortress Press, 2000, 1959, S. 32.

2 Harrison, Matthew: At Home in the House of My Fatléman Legacy , 2009: 9.

Santa Biblia Available Again

Do you know Spanishpeaking people in your community with whom you would like to share the Gospel? Are you planning a ntigsicn

Central or South America or other Spanispeaking area?

If so, the Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) has a free resource that will soavdilable to you:the Spanish edition of |

the Holy Bible bound with Luther's Small Catechism

LHF printed and distributed 20,000 copies $&nta Biblidess than two years ago, and demand remains high.

To preorder copies, visit the LHF website atvw.LHFmissions.orgYou can also take a poll to help LHF decide how
many copies to print and in what version and format. The poll will remain open throughJuite and books should be

ready in July.

Lutheran Heritage Foundation translates and publishes Lutheran books and materials for use worldwide. Please cl

LHF website for a full listing. LHF materials @arevided at nocharge to those who need them.

MISSION TRIP TO HAIT

In coordination with LCMS World Relief, Dr. Klaus Detlev Schulz, Dr. Timothy Quill and
Rev. Geoffrey L. Robinson will be taking seven seminary students to Haiti in June.

The trip, from June 8 through June 19, will be a
mission of mercy, with many opportunities to minister
to Haitians who are in spiritual and physical distress.
Not only will the group provide spiritual care, they will
also help with physical needs of the Haitians, doing
such things as digging a well or building a building.
Please pray for the members of this team as they
assist our brothers and sisters in need.

Changes to your contact
information? Please let us know!

If your mailing address, phone number or
e-mail address has changed, please let the
district office know so we can keep our
database current.

We also need to know when you have
changes in personnel, officers, etc.

Thank you for helping us keep in touch
with you!


http://www.lhfmissions.org
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Missionaries from the Indiana District

The Indiana District has several people serving overseas witl
LCMS World Mission. For more information about who thesé
people are, where they are serving, and to view their latest
newsletters, please go to the district websit@w.in.Icms.org

One of these missionaries is deaconess intern Alyssa Stone
many of you are aware, she was working in Haiti at the time
the earthquake in January. Alyssa brought her two daughter
back to Indiana to stay with relatives and she has returned tg
her work in Haiti.

Please keep all these missionaries in your prayers.

Working and Growing Together
Several churches and schools in the Indiana District have
completed expansion projects this year. Two of the more
recent are:

Our Shepherd Lutheran,
Avonfidedicated a new
42,000-square-foot
campus on 45 acres of
land in February.

Faith Lutheran,
Bloomingtonfiln March it
~completed an addition of
ki 21,300 square feet,

= doubling the building size.

RAI Ministries news

Many volunteers from the Indiana District who traveled to the
Gulf Coast area to help with rebuilding efforts after Hurricane
Katrina worked from Camp Biloxi, located on the grounds of
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Biloxi, Mississippi.

Camp Biloxi is to be decommissioned at the request of the

City of Biloxi as a part of i
nor mal . 6 Over the summer, RA
restore Good Shepherdds groun

Twice named the oONonprofit Vo
Year 6 by the City of Bil oxi,
20,300 volunteers. These volunteers have been responsible

for completing major restoration work on homes of over 2,460
families and completing several thousand smaller projects.

A decommissioning service and celebration is tentatively
scheduled for August 29, 2010, the fifth anniversary of
Hurricane Katrina.

Vol unteer activities at Camp
camp,) in partnership with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
and School in New Orleans, will continue.

Katrina Relief Report

The Indiana District has been supporting the rebuilding
efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. The Katri
Relief Fund was created with contributions from

grants from LCMS World Relief and the Lutheran
Foundation.

In October of 2005, district congregations began sendin
people to the Gulf Coast area to assist with the relief
efforts.

District to provide the material cost of rebuildimge
homes, as well as contribute toward room and board fg
many volunteers from around the district making trips t
help out in the area.

Since that first group from the Indiana District went to
Biloxi in October of 2005, over 50 district congregation

1°2)

have taken groups to assist with Katrina recovery efforts
ple

over 1025 people many going every year, or even mult
times per year. The last group using Katrina relief fund
just returned from Biloxi in April of this year.

Thanks to the generous efforts of so many in the distrig

CORRECTION: Most of this $232,000 is actually
and repair costs for the four ¢

fund was just over $534 (fggEned to our di
Synod at the start of the relief

$232,000 was paid toward room and board expenses
over $287,200 was spent for the materials used to buil
those nine houses. Over $1300 went toward the cost
Woodburn Lutheran«s VBS

follows:

The total i

Brown and other district staff as they traveled to assist
tﬁ1atr23|9e ginc 5(?0%8 of Ooreturning to
| wilé chse'iFs_facilities an
Orhe heed ih the GUlf Coadt ared i &till §reax.t Ifyou are
Cirﬂé?ésﬁ-:-ﬁ [nlhéhﬁirﬁigaaﬁldl ‘K"ﬂ"ﬁ' ililemmorefinfdriation, \
n‘?a? Bon%f:t N%ﬁ(c;'/ LosKer at the L(lesétﬁcq office %3; phon
(800) 831145, ext. 208, or via-eail at
nancy.losher@in.lcms.arg

14

response team chairman, for information on this and of
Regoing disaster r@liefrefforts.i Toenxcard Ise realctset eia
telephone at (219) 742760 or by email at
thomasfancisbrown719@verizon.net

For more information, please go to www.RAIMinistries.org .

congregations and individuals throughout the district and
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the Katrina Fund is now closed. Its funds were used as
uilding
urches
trict by
efforts
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You may also contact Tom Brown, Indiana District disgster
her
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Indiana District LCMS
1745 South Barrv Street
Fort Wayne; IN 46802

It
equipping and empowering others to be powerful Christian influences in their churches, schools and communities.

is our goal that the Indiana

District

have dynamic and

Special Mission Projects
: 5 ~ The Indiana District adopted two special
| mission projects at its convention last
summer. One of those missions is the
outreach to Latvians in Dublin, Ireland.

Rev. USi s Br Wk-ime pastor
in 2008. He has started several Latvian
mission sites throughout Ireland. Please
see the map at left.

Rev. Dr. Daniel May, Indiana District
president, has made trips to the area,
sharing the support of the district with the
| Latvians in Ireland.

The other special mission project is the re-establishment of a Lutheran
presence in the birthplace of the Reformation, Wittenberg, Germany. The
Boys Latin School building, near
preached, has been purchased by the International Lutheran Society of
Wittenberg for renovation and will house a number of ministries. President
May has also visited Wi ttenberg
These special projects are just two of many missions within the district and
beyond that members of our district can and do support. May God bless us
in all we do as we work and walk together with one heart in Christ.
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Partners In Mission is available online akww.in.Icms.org/newsletters

Indiana District LCMS
1145 S. Barr St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802
Local: 268231511, Fax: 28231514
Toll free: 8e8B7#1145

District Websitavww.in.lcms.org
Resource Center Websitevw.churchsupplycenter.org
egan avissotri%yndd Websiteww.lcms.org

President 6s
Rev. Dr. Daniel May, Jan Koenig x204
Outreach/Missions/Evangelism:
Rev. Geoff Robinson x207, Nancy Losher x208
Finance/Stewardship/LCEF:
Larry Jung x202, Carolyn Shelton x203,
Nita Voltz/ Rec
Christian Education:
Jon Mielke x211, Amy Mews x212

St . Mar yods (ofigiedational Séfvices: € |
Dr. Dave Ebeling x216, Nancy Losher x208
Information Technology:
o lend the di s BifnHafbin216 S UF

Communications:
Sheila Cairns x209
Church Resource and Supply Center:
Keith Parrot x224, Carol Lydy x225,
Linda Kleinrichert x226
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